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Research Everyone has a seat at
shows... The Big Table®!

Now in its tenth year, The Big Table is an
1-1 opportunity to bring people together, hear

new perspectives, and actively listen to
our neighbors.

We invite you to add YOUR voice during this annual
community-wide day of conversation. Together, we can
help build a kinder, more connected community—one
conversation at a time.

WHEN: Tuesday, September 29, from sunrise to sunset
WHO: Everyone: individiuals, organizations, and
schools

WHERE: Across central Ohio

HOW: Host your own Big Table conversation or
attend a public table. Registration
opens Thursday, August 13 at
columbusfoundation.org/thebigtable.
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Big Table Formats

The Big Table is flexible, accommodating different approaches to connection and conversation.
Most conversations are around one hour, but can be longer. Typically, table discussions will include
4-10 people to ensure all voices are heard. Ideally, some or all participants will be meeting each
other for the first time. Common formats for Big Table conversations are below.
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T —
Big Table Topics

Big Table conversations can have a predefined community-focused topic, a more open-ended
approach using provided conversation cards, or follow the interests of the group. Each Big Table host
helps guide the direction of their conversation!

Common Topics

NEIGHBORHOOD OR PLACE-BASED TOPICS OLDER ADULTS

Conversation Prompt Cards

A deck of conversation prompt cards are provided in the Host Kit.

What is something you learned
today that you'll keep thinking
about?

What does it mean tobea %ood
human in today’s world?

What is a small act of kindness
that can make a big difference?

When thinking about the future,
what is one thing that gives
you hope and one thing that

concerns you?

-_—

Concluding Thoughts

-
Community Discussion

e
Personal Reflection

[ —
Community Discussion
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Host Checklist

The Big Table is designed to inspire authentic connection and civic Supplies provided
engagement through conversation. Volunteer hosts are the catalysts by The Columbus
that help strengthen our social fabric! By committing to be a Big Foundation:

Table host, you will independently organize a Big Table event, invite . Name tags
participants, and facilitate the discussion. The Columbus Foundation + Guest list

provides hosts with supplies for your conversation. * Notepads
+ Pens

« Deck of conversation prompt
cards

To become a Big Table host:

« Participation stickers

- Tabletop sign
Register to host starting August 13 at

columbusfoundation.org/thebigtable (you’ll be notified
when supplies are available for pick up)

Additional resources are

available in the digital toolkit.

Choose a location and time for your conversation
Consider community topics for your Big Table

Invite people to participate and coordinate RSVPs

Facilitate your Big Table conversation on September 29

Following your conversation, complete The Big Table Survey
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Ready, Set, Go!

Below are day-of instructions for hosting
your Big Table event.

Prepare

Lay out the name tags, guest list, Big Table
notepads, pens, and other supplies.

Welcome

Greet guests, explain the format and purpose.

For example:

“Today is about listening and
learning from one another. We are
here to understand each other,

not prove ourselves or solve every
problem. I hope you’ll commit to
being present, open, and engaged.
The pens and paper are provided so
you can take notes!”

Discussion

Facilitate a conversation about a chosen
community topic or use the provided
conversation prompt cards. Ensure everyone
has a chance to participate in the discussion.

Closing

Thank everyone for their time, openness, and

interest in community-building.

- Ask your guests: How can we continue this
conversation?

- Consider posting on social media using
#TheBigTable.

- Ask all participants to fill out The Big Table
Survey.

I f“,(.]“|

The Big Tableisa
great way to build

connections and move
S forward with positive

solutions.”

WAYS TO KEEP THE

— Big Table Participant
MOMENTUM GOING

- Follow-up gatherings

- Community
volunteering

- Social media groups, email list, or
group text

- Create a list of next steps
- Widen the circle to include others
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Social Media Engagement

. . ... City of Columbus Department of eighborho... ollow  +--
Use #TheBigTable and tag The Columbus Foundation in your posts! S s DOPment of Naghborho..+fol

200 @
Who knew the Big Table couid be so fun??

. The Commissi ; .

Columbus Recreation and Parks Department I : mission on Black Girls and MBK Columbus, with the City o Columbus

3842 followers epal rrent.cf Neighborhoods, were proud to host student ambassadors from the

18h- ® Columbus City Preparatory Schaol for Girls ang the Columbus City Preparatory

- 5 Schoo! for Boys at the historic Lincol ;
Thank you to everyone who attended The Big Table with us! ¢ - _ > incoln Theatre for the Columbus Foundation’s Th

myWCSd v V 9 Big Table on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025, : %
3 hours ago

We had meaningful conversations with the community on ways to support older Our Big Tab
adults and enhance our adaptive programming. '0 Table, powered by EPIC Youth,

! created space for meaningful conversation
connecti r

on and refiection. Students engaged in dialogue about leadership,
#TheBigTable The Columbus Foundation community and the impact they can make within their schoels and neighborhoods,

Special thanks to the Heart of lob Foundation for ¢

spedal apturing the energy and
inspiration of the day through videography.

Together, we're helping young leaders find t

heir voite and strengthen
Columbus, 0 he future of

#TheBigTable #Youth #Conversation #ommunity

\
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Middle School
wesd Student leaders at Genoa \

g%ed thousands across Central Ohio today for the
@colsfoundation’s #TheBigTable —

+ Follow
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Westerville Area Chamber 17h . oday d "A" stands for advotate.
Whetede 5 365 followers helps us tell our story al
h - Edited - ® i Thanks to joi i hrough
evi i : : i ity leaders throug
We had a wonderful Big Table discussion about how the Chamber c:ﬂ :::VTJ“‘;‘V“: eryon? who joined Metro's Big Table conversation today and Our staff spent the day connecting with other coThrZ:lzn\g seiva ot
to foster civic engagement, strengthen community CZ"",TC::::Z,:SM? L shared thoughtful ideas about strengthening partnerships and expanding powerful conversations about how wedcan Strfz?#TheBigTab‘B ebediogs
is doi whe . veral
also talked about what the Charmnber is doing well an student opportunities. Your feE‘dba le attended se

i o ighborhoods together. We S 2
i ; ck will help guide our next steps as we nelghdcb The Columbus Foundation across central Ohio, including at
continue planning for Metro's future T

i i 5 illi Roosevelt
R - #TheBigTable #MetroSchools the Columbus Metropolitan Library Hilliard Branch, The Ro!
#MetroAtindianola #ColumbusFoundation Coffeehouse and City of Whitehall

munity.
Through these partnerships, we strive together for the best for our com .

gourneighbors and advocating for

Join us as we #servin
change. wearefesta.org/volunteer

#TheBigTabl
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Diving Deeper

COMING SOON: Additional resources can
be found in The Big Table digital toolkit.

® © ® [3 Canto] Columbus Foundation X

The Big Table logo for creating your
own graphics and promotion.

Translated Host Guidebooks in Arabic,
Nepali, Somali, and Spanish.

Conversation prompts to help your
table get started.

A guest list for keeping track of your
participants.

How to Use and Download the Toolkit

Click on the Toolkit icon below to view the downloadable assets. You may also use the search bar above to search for assets you are looking for. Type in
keywords like "logo,' "social media,' etc.

Once inside the toolkit, there is a library in the left menu. Use this library to navigate through the toolkit items.
Inside each folder, hover over and select each asset you would like to download.

...and more!

Once selected, you may download the asset(s) by clicking the download icon in the top right-hand corner.

Questions?

Email bigtable@columbusfoundation.org
or call 614/545-3232.
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The Big Table is designed to bring neighbors
together as a service to the community through
listening, sharing, and discussion, not as a
platform for the promotion or advertisement

of any product, service, or point of view. The
views expressed by hosts and participants are
shared for informational purposes only and do
not constitute an endorsement, approval, or
recommendation by The Columbus Foundation.

© 2026 | The Columbus Foundation
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